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I. INTRODUCTION

A. I think one of the first times that I really thought long and hard about the reality of 
death was around the time when I was in the second or third grade. I have a brother 
who is two years younger than me—at the time he would have been in kindergarten 
or first grade. My brother had a friend who went to his school and my brother and 
this friend hung out quite a bit—at least as much as kindergarten friends hang out. 
One day, I can remember this pretty clearly, I found out through my mother that this 
boy, my brother’s good friend, was found dead in his own backyard pool. He had 
fallen in and couldn’t get back out, and so he drowned. Now, for a second or third 
grader, that’s a lot to take in. While the boy wasn’t my friend, the event may have hit
me harder than even my brother just because of his age. I can remember my parents 
trying to decide whether or not my brother should go to the funeral. Still to this day 
it makes me feel unsettled and deeply saddened to think about the tragic death of that
little boy, and how short his little life was.

B. We could probably go around the room tonight and spend hours upon hours 
recounting story after story of how each of us has been scarred by encounters with 
death, whether it was a death that came prematurely, suddenly, tragically, or even if 
it was completely expected; whether it was a death that hit close home to or even in 
the midst of our homes, or a death that affected our communities and cities and 
nation.

C. Death, evidentially speaking, is an inescapable reality of this life. Want to hear a sure
statistic? 100% of people die. How do we deal with this?

D. Our world today has a strange, bi-polar relationship with death. On the one hand, the
world is deathly afraid of death. On the other hand, the world embraces death in a 
weird, fetish-like way.

1. The world is afraid of Death and so the world ignores it, pretending that it is not 
a reality.

a)  In 1973, Ernest Becker  wrote this book titled The Denial of Death. Here is 
his thesis: “The fear of death haunts the human animal like nothing else it is 
the main-spring of human activity, activity designed largely to avoid the 
fatality of death, to over come it by denying that it is the final destiny of 
man.”

b) Think about the many ways our American culture denies the reality of death:

(1) The way we deny aging and mortality: Anti-aging remedies, Botox, 
youth-obsessed culture

(2) The way we treat the dying: In the 1800s, the number of people who 
died in hospitals was around 20%. Today, if we include nursing homes 
and long-term facilities, that number is 70%.

(3) The way we treat the dead: the funeral preparations are outsourced to 
funeral homes, the dead are made to appear “life-like”, etc.

(a) Here is how Joan Rivers, the comedian/actress who’s death was 
recently in the news, described in her memior how she wished her 
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funeral would be:

i) “When I die (and yes, Melissa, that day will come; and yes, 
Melissa, everything’s in your name), I want my funeral to be a 
huge showbiz affair with lights, cameras, action... I want Craft 
services, I want paparazzi and I want publicists making a scene! 
I want it to be Hollywood all the way. I don’t want some rabbi 
rambling on; I want Meryl Streep crying, in five different 
accents. I don’t want a eulogy; I want Bobby Vinton to pick up 
my head and sing ‘Mr. Lonely.’ I want to look gorgeous, better 
dead than I do alive. I want to be buried in a Valentino gown and
I want Harry Winston to make me a toe tag. And I was a wind 
machine so that even in the casket my hair is blowing just like 
Beyonce’s.”

2. The world is in love with Death.

a) NPR - “The Threshold Choir”

(1) “The number of choirs is growing, Wright said, because there is a shift 
in the way people view death.‘We are not turning away from things that 
may have been scary or we may have been protected from," Wright said.
"And we're recognizing, just like birth is so magical and wonderful, that 
death is also magical and wonderful in its own way, and I think we're 
reclaiming our humanity.’”1

b) Mexico’s Day of the Dead. We are coming up on Halloween. Just drive down
Hillcrest avenue near the seminary. Or go check out the local movie theater 
for a list of the latest new releases.

(1) Annabelle: “Members of a satanic cult invade the home of a man (Ward 
Horton) and his pregnant wife (Annabelle Wallis), and turn a vintage 
doll into a conduit for pure evil.”

E. All of this begs the quesiton: What is the biblical view of death?

F. The Grave Matters. The title of this message has a double entendre. And I think that 
each part of this double entendre holds a biblical understanding of death. 

1. First, we will see that the Bible has a lot to say about death. The grave matters, 
because death matters. Death is important to understand, and we need to not 
simply ignore it as Christians. It matters that we understand death.

2. Second, we will see that the Bible speaks of death in solemn terms, because 
these are grave matters. Death is a grave matter; death is serious, solemn, 
weighty, and ultimately—pardon the tautology—deadly.

II. We Need Not Ignore Death

A. In A Grief Observed, C. S. Lewis says: “It is hard to have patience with people who 
say 'There is no death' or 'Death doesn't matter.' There is death. And whatever is 
matters. And whatever happens has consequences, and it and they are irrevocable 
and irreversible. You might as well say that birth doesn't matter.” 

1. http://www.npr.org/2014/08/17/340704870/at-lifes-last-threshold-choir-brings-comfort

Smothers | 2014 2



B. Ecclesiastes 7:2

1. “It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting, 
for this is the end of all mankind, and the living will lay it to heart.”

a) The house of mourning is the house in which the death of a loved one is 
grieved. This typically took around seven days (cf. Gen 50:10). We see this 
illustrated in John 11:18–19.

b) Contrast with the house of feasting, which is the house where something is 
being celebrated, such as a wedding or significant event.

c) The logic of this verse is that the house of mourning is better to attend than 
the house of feasting because at the house of mourning, one is confronted 
with his own mortality. The theoretical realtiy that the end of every man is 
death is manifest in a poignant, tangible, inexcapable way.

C. Psalm 90:10ff

1. “10 The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; yet 
their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. 11 Who 
considers the power of your anger, and your wrath according to the fear of you? 
12 So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.”

a) This is a prayer of Moses. He is reflecting on the brevity and hardship of life.
It is interesting: he knows—in his head—that life is short. But he is praying 
that God might teach him to number his days.

b) What is the heart of wisdom? I think it is displayed in the following verse 
(13): “Return, O Lord! How long? Have pity on your servants!”

c) The heart of wisdom is a recognition of utter dependence on the Lord 
and the futility of conceiving of life without Him.

D. Psalm 39:4ff

1. “O Lord, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; let me 
know how fleeting I am! 5 Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, 
and my lifetime is as nothing before you. Surely all mankind stands as a mere 
breath! Selah. 6 Surely a man goes about as a shadow! Surely for nothing they 
are in turmoil; man heaps up wealth and does not know who will gather! 

a) This is a psalm of David. Again, we see the same pattern in Psalm 90. David 
knows that life is short. But his prayer is that God would make him know 
what is the measure of his days.

b) This reflection leads him to a heart of wisdom, reflected in verse 7: “And 
now, O Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in you. 8 Deliver me from all my
transgressions.”

E. These three passages—Ecclesiastes 7:2, Psalm 39:4, and Psalm 90:12—all make 
clear that the biblical view of death is not ignorance. Instead, the biblical veiw of 
death is somber, wise reflection. The Grave matters.

III. We Need Not Be Cozy With Death

A. Though the Bible is clear that we need to reflect on our own mortality, there is still 
much more to be said about a biblical understanding of death.
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B. Nowhere in the Bible do we see a loving embrace of death. The “Threshold Choir” 
idea that death is “magical and wonderful” is totally foreign to the Bible. In fact, 
anywhere we see an obsession with death, we should look for a deeper root issue 
that is anti-Christian.

C. Doug Wilson on the worldly fetish with the macabre. In a blog post, he attempts to 
answer the quesiton, “Why is the world so obsessed with death? What is the world 
captivated by the macabre?” Here is an excerpt:

1. “Horror is a feeble attempt at catharsis. A sinner, one who deserves to die, goes 
into a theater, and a couple hours later comes out of the theater again — alive. 
There has been judgment, there has been blood, there has been justice, after a 
fashion. The spectator has put his ten bucks down for the privilege of laying his 
hands on the goat before it is slaughtered up there on the screen. The same goes 
for some creeptastic haunted house event. You go there, get yourself whipped up 
as though you were going to die in that place, somebody else dies instead, and 
out you come again. Resurrection has never been so easy.”2

D. In this blog, Wilson connects the love of death with Proverbs 8:34–36

1. “Blessed is the one who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting beside
my doors. For whoever finds me finds life and obtains favor from the Lord, but 
he who fails to find me injures himself; all who hate me love death.”

a) Those who hate wisdom love death, and I think we can say the reverse is true
too: those who love death hate wisdom.

IV. The biblical view of death is fearless enmity.

A. Death is not a part of God’s original design for humanity. The Genesis narrative 
makes it clear that death enters the world through Adam and Eve’s sin. Paul makes 
this connection explicit in Romans 5:12 and 6:23: Sin leads to death.

B. There are three kinds of “death” that the Bible speaks of: physical death, spiritual 
death, and eternal death.

1. Because of sin, all men are destined to die at the end of their lives. Hebrews 9:27
“Just as it is destined for man to die once, and after that, to face judgment.”

2. The Bible also speaks of what we might call spiritual death. In Ephesians 2, Paul 
writes, “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once 
walked .. .4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus

3. The Bible also speaks of the second death. Revelation 2:10 says, “He who has an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers 
will not be hurt by the second death.’” Later in Revelation 20:14, this second 
death is defined as the Lake of Fire.

C. In all of these verses, death is clearly a held up as a negative thing, a thing to be 
lamented. All throughout the Bible, we see that death is the enemy. The dead are 

2. Doug Wilson, “http://dougwils.com/s7-engaging-the-culture/the-holy-horror-and-
halloween.html”
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mourned. David prays that his soul would be rescued from Sheol (Ps 49:15). Jesus 
raises Lazarus from the dead. 

D. In fact, the Bible calls death the Last or Final Enemy.

1. 1 Corinthians 15:26 “The last enemy to be destroyed is death.”

2. Revelation 20:14 “Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This 
is the second death, the lake of fire.”

E. The Bible promises that death will be destroyed. Not only that, but the Bible also 
declares that death has already been destroyed.

F. Therefore, we need no longer fear death, for Christ has abolished death.

1. 2 Timothy 1:8–10

a) Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his 
prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 9 who 
saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but 
because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus 
before the ages began, 10 and which now has been manifested through the 
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life 
and immortality to light through the gospel.

2. Hebrews 2:14–15

a) “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the devil,  and deliver all those who 
through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.”

b) This is the Gospel! Jesus died to kill death! Jesus died a sinner’s death—the 
death we deserved—so that the curse of death might be broken once and for 
all. 

G. The biblical view of death is acknowledgment—but it is acknowledgment in the way
that a sniper has to acknowledge his target before he takes it out. The biblical view 
of death is also enmity. But we do not face our enemy in fear, but as those who have 
already conquered death and the grave. Because we stand behind Jesus who is able 
to say this in Revelation 1:17–18 “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living
one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and 
Hades.”

H. So Christian, acknowledge the realtiy of your own mortality. Ponder the 
terrible reality of death. But then do the work of Christ as you rage against 
your mortal enemy, Death, snatching pour sinners from his cold, lifeless hands 
and bringing them to the living light, all the while singing the anthem we find in
1 Corinthians 15:54–55: “Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is 
your victory? O death, where is your sting?”

V. CONCLUSION

A. Poem

1. Death and life, life and death;
mortal enemies, no common breath.
To breathe for both the one, the other,
’tis for Cain to claim, “I loved my brother.”
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Both can’t live, not side-by-side;
death must kill or death must die.
Heed: the end’s been writ from sin’s first lie;
how grave to live with Death complied.
Draw your line while life is kind
and side against all Hell and find
Life Eternal died, yet lives,
and conquered, killing death to give
life through death that all might gain—
all, that is, who bear the pain
of living, dying to self-filled breaths—
alive to Life and dead to death.
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